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PART ITI
Physical Description

Physical Regions of Washington

On the basis of surface features, Washington moy be divided into eight
general regions, Agricultural settlement is influenced by factors of to~
pography, climate, soil, forest vegetotion, and weler resources distinctive
to each of the physiogrophic regions, Iach has become a different type of
forming area as settlers have learned to adapt crops and livestock to the
conditions, or have improved limitations through drainage or irrigation.

Constal Plains

A narrow, sondy plain with shallow bays, tidel flats, stream deltas,
~nd low hecdlands lies betveen the coastline and the Coast Range, It exe-
tends from the Columbia River mouth slmost to Cape Flattery, being widest
ond lowest in the Grays Horbor and Willapa Bay districts, The climate is
mild and demp with o long growing season, but it is too cool, cloudy, and
wet for most crops., Originally this area was covered with heavy forests
and much is now covered with woodlands, Immbering and menufacture of wood
products is the main industry. Forming is Jargely of the livestock and
dairying type on low uplends and drained aress in the lower Chehalis Hiver
Valley., Cranberry growing is imporiont and welleadopted to numerous, boggy
aress in the Grays Horbor ond Willepa Boy sections. The shallow bays are
also used for oyster culture, Fishing is common in the rivers and coastal
banks. :

+

Const Range

The Coast Range is an uplifted area of sedimentory and metamorphic
rocks divided into the Olympic iountoins ond the Willapa Hills, The Olym-
pics tower to necrly 8,000 feet in a dome~lilke structure, carved deeply by
rivers, These mountains have the heaviest precinitation in the state.
Snowfields and heavy forest cover the meuntains, Most of the wilderness
area is within the Olympic HNotional Forest ond Olympic Natienal Perk, being
monaged for recreation, wildlife, and timber, Farm settlement is limited
to some foothill river nlains and coastel ferraces such as the Dungeness
and Port Angeles districts along the Stroit of Juon De Fuca, Here in the
lee of the mountoins, rainfell is modercte and irrigotion is procticed by
some livestock farmers, The Willapa Hill country is wet, heavily forested,
and carved into numerous narrow valleys, Logging is the main industry,
combined with livestock ferming in the upper Cheholis River Valley ond
along the banks of the Columbia River, ‘et climnte, hilly topogrephy, and
the difficulty of clearing stump land retards agriculture,

Willamette~Puget Sound Lowland

A brood lowland, described a8 a treugh or velley, lies between the
Coost Range and the Cascade Mountains, The northern part is the Puget Sound
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Lowland which has been glaciated and occupied by the sca in the lowest

sections, The continental glacier reached :slightly south of Olympia.

Under a werming ¢limate it melted and geologists believs it receded about

25,000 years ago, leaving an infertile plain of moraines and outwash

gravels, sands, and clays knowm today as the Puget Glaciol Drift Flain,

Its rolling surface has numerous lakes and bogs. Most of the major cltieSmw
Seattle, Tacoma, Everett, Bellinghem, and Olympize=hove been. tuilt on more

daines bordering the Sound, Rivaers such as the Nooxsack, Skegit, Snoqualmie, .
White, znd Puyallup built up deltas and.flood plains over the older gravelly

plains, These narrow valleys are more ‘fertile than the older glacial plains,

and support mumercus small .dairy; vuget;ble,‘and berry farms. iost of the -
gravelly sreas are woodéd with a second-growth forest and are used for pase

tures,  .In the southern part of the Willamette~Puget Sound Lowland, there

are two lerge valleys~-~the Cowlitsz and Chehalis, They drain a low, hilly -

area with several flat prairies and bottom lands,

- Agriculture is handicapped by peor.drainage and flooding of the river
deltas ané, plains, by heavy winter ruinfgll, by cloudy, but dry summers,
by- coarsge, -gravelly upland soils, and by densely wooded land which is
costly to clear, ﬁdvanmages are mm;d climete and a Locuvlon close to major
markets for farm products such as milk, poultry, and vegetables,

Cnscade mcuntQins

The Lascades ars a wide o nlgn topovrﬂpnxc sidohimotic barriet wh%ch——————gg———
-separates western and eestern'washlngton. The ronge is made up of sedim
mentary, ngneous, and metamcrphic rocks which have_ been carved by gle clers
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and: streams, -High igolated volca nic cones of L“Vd puch as i, Adams

(12,307 feet), Mt, Rainier (1h,L08 fect), and ¥t, Doker (10,791 fest),
appear upcn the older Cascade rocks. The Cascade erest varies between
10,000 and. 3,000 fect and is higher and more ruggzed in northern Washington.
Roads and ralircads have been built across its lower passes ln central and
southern Washington. The Columbis River has cut a deep gorge and the lowest
pass through the barrier, The western glope is wet and heavily forested

with Dougles fir, The esstern slope is drier with o less~dense pine forest,

Nearly all clessified as forest 1hnd, most of the area is in Federal owner=

ship in five national forests and lount Rainier Nhtlongl Park, Tree fruit
farming in the eastern slope valleys of Wéngtchee Chelan, Methow, ¥aches,
and the Cclumbia Gorge is.most importont, Sheep ﬂnd cottle summer graz;hg

on alpine grasslands is anothér use, Deep western slope valley bottoms

such ag the Skagit, Snoqualmie, Nisqually, Cowlitz, and Tewis also contain
livestock farms., The arda is. vitelly important os 2 source of water: For
hirrigation-ﬂnd city drinking woter and 2s o source of timber, Steep ter=

Lo
roin, wot olimats. cshort orcwine sengons. an nd heovy ‘forest vpgetﬂtlon are -
“«
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maln hand:chps for agrlculture. o 4 ‘ : A : 1
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Columbla Ea51n

A low plateau of old love rocks covered with stream ond wind-deposited
soils extends in o series of plains, ridges, coulees, and hills from the
Coscades. to the eastern Washington berder. The area is basin-like in
- structure, being higher around its margins and sloping imward to Yow and

Loides

lével centrel plalns. It has been sﬁarply eroded by the Columbia River and



Crop and livestock Reporting Serﬁice Bulletin 15

its interior tributaries, the Snake, Yakima, Palouse, and Svokane Rivers,

The basin has sub-areas created by crustal movements and erosion.

The Yakima Folds are a series of hilly ridges extending from the Cas-
cades eastward into the lower part of the basin, The Yakima and Columbia

&

Rivers have cut gaps through the ridges, and built up plains in the troughs
between them., The rich, alluvial plain of the Yakima River is an important
irrigated valley.

The Waterville Plateau is a tableland of thin soils overlaying basaltic
rock at an elevation of 2,500 to 3,000 feet. It has gorges cut by the Co=-
lumbia River and ancient glacial outwash streams once flowing in Moses and
Grand Coulees, It is too high for irrigation and is used for dryland grain
and livestock farming, The high plain is often called the Big Bend country,

The Channelled Scablands is a belt of dry terrain carved by ice~age
rivers into a series of coulees. Bare rock is exposed in the coulees, '
Small plateaus between the old river channels have phin soils used for drye
land farming, The Grand Coulee of this region has been developed into a -
major irrigation reservoir, '

The Palouse Hills consist of fertile deposits of wind-blown soil over=
laying basaltic lava flows, After being deposited in large dunes, the
formation was reshaped by streams into an intricate pattern of low, rounded
hills which are tilled for wheat, barley, and legumes, The hills receive
16 to 25 inches of rainfall and have deep, porous and fertile soils, It
is one of the richest farming areas of the Pacific Northwest,

The Central Plains are low and relatively level expanses of soil, de-
posited by old streams crossing the Channelled Scablands and later by the
flooding of the Yakima, Columbia, Snake and Walla Walla Rivers, Climate
is desert-like (6«12 inches of pre€ipitation per year), The lower lands
of the area, the Quincy and Pasco Basins and the Walla Walla valley, are
irrigated, Quincy Basin is a new irrigation area watered by Grand Coulee Dam.

_ Agricultural handicaps in Colambia Basin regions are mainly found in

its dry, continental climate, Large irrigation systems built since 1900
have overcome much of the need for water on rich valley and basin soils,
Dryland farming in higher areas is practiced widely, although eccasional
variations in rainfall, lack of snowfall, winter~kill, water and wind
erosion inflict damage to field crops and to livestock ranges.

* Okanogan Highlands

A portion of the Rocky Mountains, consisting of well-eroded old gran-
ites, lavas and sedimentary rocks extends across north central Washington,
These are the Okanogan Highlands, the state's richest mineral area, Summit
levels reach 4,000 to 5,000 feet with peaks exceeding 7,000 feet. Prominent
"north-south valleys are occupied by irrigated tree fruit and livestock farms.
These are the Okanogan, Sanpoil, Kettle, and Colville Valleys, The Columbia
River gorge through the Tkanogan Highlands is occupied by the large man-made
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lake behind Grand Coulee Dam-~Roosevelt Lake, High and wetter portions are

forested with pine and larch, and are managed for timber and for livestock
ranges by the United Stetes Forest Service and the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Cold winber temperatures, short growing seasons, dry valley climates and dis-
tance from markets are farming handicaps, . o

" Selkirk Mountaing

The Selkirks, a range of the Rocky lountain system, extend into the northa
east corner of Washington, The rocks are old mineralized granites and metae
morphics reaching elevations of over 7,000 feet, The Pend Oreille River Valley
at the base of the Selkirks is an agricultural area of narrow hottom lands
settled by livestock farmers, iearly all of the unlands are in Kaniksu National
- Forest, While climate is cool and growing seasons are short, the Pend Oreille
- Valley has an advantage of being closely located to the Spokane metropolitan
merket ares, o : S BN '

. Blue Mountains

The Blue lMountains ere an uplifted and eroded plateau extending into the
Boutheastern corner of Washington, The strata are mainly ancient crystalline
rocks which contain some minerals, : The highest point of the mountains in the
‘Washington section is Diamond Peak (6,401 feet), on the divide between the
Grande Ronde, Tucannon and Touchet Rivers, These rivers, and the Walla Walla
River, have cut valleys into the plateau, Extensive pine forest and grassland
ereas are in the highlands within Umatilla National Forest, where rainfall ig
30 to Lo inches, The Snake River has cut a deep valley and gorge across the
lower parts of the mountains, The area is well developed agriculturally around
1ts northern foothills where wind-blown soils are deep and irrigation systems
are used, The Walla Walls and Tucannon Valleys are rich grain, legume and
livestock areas grovm under irrigation and by dry farming, Grazing is an ime
portant use of the high lands by livestock ranchers in the upper valleys.

Topography of Spokane County

Spokane County lies within three physiographic provinces of eastern Washe
ington, Terrain is varied between mountains, hills, glaciated valleys and
plains, liost of the county area is 1,500 feet and more above sea level, The
prineipal drainege feature and lowland which gives the area geographical unity
is that off the Spokane River, This river valley, a major tributary of the upper
Columbia River, is an axrtery of :transcontinental rail and highway transportation,

Northern Spokane County is in the Okanogan Highlands province, This is a
mountainous and hilly area of coniferous forests with lowland valleys cut by
the Spokane River and its tributaries, The Okanogan Highland valleys such as
the Spokane, Little Spokane, Dragoon Creek, Deep Creek and Deadman Creek are
narrow river plains occupied by farms, Glaciation during the last ice age
10,000.to 20,000 years ago. has shaped the hilly surface and deposited mumerous
. beds of gravel and sand. Flat to rolling elevated prairies were also created

such as Szltese Flats, Pleasant Prairie, Half Moon Prairie and Peone Prairie,

Glaciation also left an uneven surface and created several lakes in the highe
lands such as Newman, Hauser, Liberty and Eloika Lakes, The highest point in
the county is lount Spokane (5,878 feet) which looms up sharply 15 miles
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northeast of Spolane. The city of Spolizne in the middle portion of the valley
is at an elevation of about 1,900 feet, <The Spokane River flows through the

- Py .

heart of the city in a winding gorge,

Soutlwestern Spolane County is in the Channelled Seablands. This region
consists of an evenly surfaced platesu with a series of glacial outwash chan-
nels, In the ice age, glaciers and glaclal rivers ocoursed soutlhwesterly across
the area, Channels were eroded into the underlying basaltic rock and narrow,
long glacial lake basins were created, Water bodies in these old channels in-
clude Downs, Williams, Badger, Rocl, Silver, Clear and Medical Lakes, A large
area of thin, stony, glaciated seil called Scabland extends generally south from
ledical Lake and Cheney to the Whitman County line, West of Spokane and north
of Medical Lake is a more elevated area sometimes celled the Big Bend Plateau,
Large table lands here are Four Mound Prairie, Sunset Frairie and Indian Prairie,
These dryland plateaus are from 2,000 to 2,100 feet in elevation and contain
large grain farms,

The Palouse Iills region includes the southeast corner of the county, This
is a low wlateau of basaltic rock covered uwith hills and deep deposits of fine
wind-deposited soils, The area has been ercced into an intricate pattern of
gently sloping hills by the drainage of Latah Creelk, Rock Creek and the upper
Palouse Diver, Along the Idaho border forested basaltic ridges and pesks rise
gbove the low hills. Tekoa lountain is a prominent ridge over 3,900 feet high,

A2 a4 UG i

The Palouse Hills are famied extensively for grain around Latah, Waverley,

Fairfield, Svangle and Roclkford,

Tand Classification and Soils

The land of Spolane County falls into a number of economic classes and
soil series due to mountain building and erosion by glaciers, streams and wind,;/
Soils are divided into twenty series, 2/ In general, the physiographic hige
tory has resulted in a limited area of land and soils classified as good or
excellent,

Class'I and IT lands, which have procuctive soils, even terraln and come
mercial farms of average to high income, are located in four districts, The
largest and richest is the southeast corner of the county in the Palouse soils
belt, The 2alouse silt loam covers about 180 square miles surrounding Latah,
Waverley, Fairfield and Spangle, This soil was deposited by wind in deep beds
and gently sloping dunes or hills, It once supported a rich bunch gragsland,
Fertile and .retentive of moisture, the Palouse soils now support cash grain
farms which also grow legumes and raise some cattle, -

Two localities of Class II land‘are located in the Cheney-iledical Lake
District, A large body of Palouse silt loam lies to the west and north of
Cheney, and another patch of this fortile soil covering about six square miles
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;/ Agricultural Dxperiment Station, Washington State College, Pullman,
Economic Lend Use Class liap, Spokane County, Washington, 1949,

2/ U,5, Dept, of Agriculture, Soil sSurver of Snoliane Lounty, Washington.

Washincton, D,C,: Government Printing Office, 1921,
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ig located immediately west of Medical lLake, A third district of Class II

farm land lies in the northwest corner of the county on the Big Bend Plateau

at the head of Coulee Creek where a body of Palouse loam covering about 25

square miles is located, The Palouse loam belt of dryland soils formed under
bunchgrass extends on westward into the Big Bend region of Lincoln County,

This district is highly specialized in the surmter-~fallow system of wheat farme

ing. The Peone Prairie district east of ilead to the northeast of Spokane is a

fourth area of good farming land, This lowland contains about six square miles
of Hunters very fine sandy loam which produces zood yields of winter wheat,
potatoes and vegetables, " -

Class IIT and IV lands which are average to fair in preductivity and in=-
come are found in five general districts in the county. The largest is in the

Channelled Seablands in the southwestern quarter, A thin, stony, rocky soil
called Scabland covers most of the area, In some localities of the Scablend

. A
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there are fertile pockets and bands of peat and muck, ‘Hesseltine stony loam or
Palouse silt loam, Scouring by ancient glacial streams and more recent wind
erosion has exposed much bare rock. Most of this land is used for pasture but
the localized pockets of better soil are suitable for grain and other crops.

A second district includes the large areas of Cheney s5ilt loam scils in

the northwestern portion of the county, The Cheney loams are deep glacial
1ls of fair productivity found on the large level plains west of Spolianeee

AW} S o Chalede p- Wiaivaw Vel ¥ e ¥

ol i ies, Crain, fruit and dairy farming

o
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are practiced with fair yields when the rainfall is normals A third area of
Class ITI and IV land is found in the valleys of Roclk Creek and the Spokane
River to the eastward of Spokane. The valley, from the Spokane city limits to
the Idaho line, contains a large belt of -Garrison sandy and gravelly loams,

The Garrison soils are of glacial origin and procduce good Crops of grain, vege=
tables and fruit when irrigated and fertilized, The coarse soil requires
irrigation to get good production, The benchlands of Rock Creek Valley have

a fairly productive forest soil called Helmer silt loam which is used for genw
eral farming, .

Fourth in importance of the Class II and III lands 1s the Mead district
northeast of Spokane, Foothill prairies and benchlands in this locality cone
tain localized deposits of Palouse loam, Green Bluff loam and Peone 831t loam,
A minor Class IIT and IV area is the valley of the Iittle Spokane River. The
Deer Park and Eloilka lake districts vontain localized pockets of Clayvon,
Colville and Waits loams. These are alluvial forest soils used for general
farming, hay and pasture, They are subject to flooding by the mountain rivers.

Nearly half of Spokane County is Class V, VI and other rocky mountain lands
suited only for grasslands or forests, liost of the stonler parts of the Scab~
lands, the gorges and canyons of the Columbia, Spokane and Iittle Spokane Rivers
and the Okanogan Highlands are in these poor farming classes. Moscow loam and
Huckleberry loam are forest soils on the uplands which are used for grassland
pastures, :

Climate

. Py

Spokane County has a continental climate in which summers are hot and dry
and winters are cold and humid, In the winter, moist Pacific Ocean air brings
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the major nart of the rain and snowfall as the westerly winds ascend the slopes

of the Palouse Hills and the Okanogan Highlands, As the winds ave Iorced rory
ward they ‘drep their moisture. This ranges. betwyeen 16 and L5 inches in various
parts of the county, HMoisture is fairly reliable, allowing for successiul

grain farming and good grazing on the ranze lands,

s

7" Daily tempersture avereges in Decamizer, Janvary end February are below

“freening as thermometers register low temperafures at night and a few degrees
above freezing in daytime, Iidd-swmer temperatures are in the 80!s during the
day and lower into the 50's at night; 60 to 58 degrees are average susmer teme
peratures at Spokane, Extremes of 108 dezrees and freezing periods down to 30
degrees below zero have been recorded at Spokane. Air drainage from the nearby
Okanogan, Selkirk and Cosur d'Alene hounteins brings frosts and sudden drops

of temjerature, -

' Growing seascns are shorter than in-mogt other counties of washingﬁdn bt
aré sufficient to mature grain, vegetable and tree fruit crops bscguse’ of the
‘high degree of sunshine and mid~day heat during the summer., In the ﬁo?thern”
méuntain velleys and prairies the growing season is short and frosts sre late
in the spring and early in £all, At Snokene the normal frost free or groulng
sézson extends from mid-April to mid-Octobers~s. deriod of 180 days., Frost-
sensitive crops such as vegetables are grown with risk of frost dawage in the
SPokane and Tateh Valleys. - s . o

' Thére are three nrecipitation zones, The southwestern portion including
_ the Chamelled Scablends and the Big Bend Tlabean is a, belt. of dryland farming
“where anmizl precipitation is nermally below, 16 inches, Farming here relies

_hggviiy on’ the summer fallow system, -Slizht variations in the precipitation

¥

“gatse considerable difference in Wheat end barley yields and carrying capacity
of range nestures, lolsture is stored and conserved by repeated plowing,. -
diseing and working of the top so0il to lessgn evaperation under the high suhmer

“temperatures, Winter wheat is also grown to take advantage. of the wet. season
from Novembter to liarch. lost of the winter precipitation is in thg.fofm of *

sppwﬁal; which protects fall-sown grains from freezing, " o

" A gone of 16 to 20 inches corresponds vith tﬁé,f&lbuée,ﬂiils‘éhd fhe_lower
* elevations of the Okanogans, This belt covers nearly half the county arsa and

<+ Table 6,~ Temperature Extremes, Dates ‘of 1:'.;:].21.3.3.11quF:t"os‘c,“f’~
G o - Spokane County e .

P

s

- Station Temperature Lxtremes recorded | ¥illing Frost
[ end.. " (depreeg Fahrenheit) T Average Dates
Elevation - Coldest | THottest T Tast inSpring Firgt-in-Fall
- Cheney (24400) .- -26 {107 " May 5 ' | Ocbober L
. Deer ‘Parlk (2, ). -2 107 .. 1. June L 7 HSeptember ah
Spokane (1,575) -30 108° | hpril 12| Ogtobér 13
Mt , Snokare o e
Summit (5,890) ~35 (¢ June 28 July 21

Souxee: U,3, Dent. of Agric,, Climateﬂand Man,
. 19h1 Yearbook of Agriculiure, ~ . -
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Source: U,S, Department of Agriculture,
Yeadbook 1941, Climcte and Man,
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Figure 6, Distribution of Precipitation
Spokane County ‘
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is the primary region of grain. and llvesxock farmlng. The Palouse soil .in this

zone absorbs and stores the moisture of the winter season and releases it in a
manner ideal for growing winter wheat, Summer fallow is commonly practiced
here:too, Tuch of the mid-winter precipitatlon is in the form of snow which
provides a reliable protective blanket, :Ohe problem is topsoil erosion caused

by heavy rainstorms or -periods of rapid snow-melt runoff during warm Chinook
w1nds. :

Table 1...5?11.3;;’:‘;95,1;@5,0:1;, Spokane County _

2 ) . o

__ Station and R 3} - " {(inf{nches Total
Elew.‘tion in Peet mmwﬁﬁ'm ,W%myrﬁtgrmmmr [D€5¢] finoties )
Chene (2. 00 168 [169 { 102 |260 [ 1a8] 140! 06l Osd| 009 [L1e6 [243 |243 | 174
r¥' (2 3004y |35 1363 1102 11e2 { 1o 3281 008l Sr2| 0o (32 1303 133 | Boed
P Spﬂkane ('o875) 1o7 (1661 1e3 [1i0 {140| 1a3]| 0e8] 0o6] 040 |12 241 {242 | 1646
Mokt Spolcane R
Summit '5:390) 747 203 2'°'A3o3 248} 341! 347] 3e5{ 249 |17 542 [6al |- 4445

Source: U,S, Weather Bureau, Climatological
Data, Washington, Annual Surmary 195&.

Table 8,~ Temperatures an Selected Statlons, By Months
Spokane County
(Source: United States Weather Bureau)

*'=-' Station and ~AVeTige TENperatures ‘ :
: . Elevatlon - {in dezrees Fahrenheit ' i::ru:éa
4n Foet Jaly i Veby [Mara A prs! Ay |Junie| July Auge|Septy] U0ty NoVs |DoOS

" Chenéy (2,400) 2709|3342/ 3946 4844| 5448] 614217005 6744{ 61  [4944]3749{31e4 | 4845
Doer Parlc (2,114) | 24.2] 26e4| 3741, 4601 53 92| 5036| 65.8] 63,6 5507 |4540{344412744 | 4346
_§£g§;n§ (:,avs) 2745] 3143|3947} 48441 5545] 6248[69 |68 [5942 |464313065|35¢9 | 48 "

polane - :

311mmit [55890) | 1745[ we (2247 2948] we {4442]55 [52u6{4548 |364613346]2342 —

The Okanogan Highlands area is the wet. zone, receiving 20 to 30 inches in
the valley bottoms around Deer Park and ik to about U5 inches in the higher
elevations such as Hount Spokane, Most of the area is snow-covered in the
winter, Plentiful moisture allows for forest growth and good vields of pasture
grass, hay and grain in the narrew beottorilands and upland prairles of the
thtle Spokane River Basin,

Natural Vegetation and w11dlife

The natural vegetation pattern consmsts of grassland in the south and pine

forest in the north, The frasslands of the Pelovse, Scablands and the Big Pend
. originally supported herds-of . an%eiepe, wild horses and deer, Early explorers
. reported bunch grass wag ever twasfest in hHeisht in the Palouse Hills., Blue
bunchgrass and June grass grew in dense stands on the prairies and low hille

sides and were ideal for early cattle ranching, Trench-~Canadian trappess and
- fur traders called the ayea "Pelegqe s the French temm for grassland from which
Palouse is derived, e
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Rockford northward, Associated with ponderosa pine are grand fir, western
larch, Douglas fir and lodgepole pine, This forest is of the open, scattered
type with an understory of grass and shrubs, As a result, extensive areas are
ed for grazing as we as timber production, A large area of ms e pine
forest is preserved for recreation in Mount Spokane State Park, a popular area
for camping, hiking and winter sports, In addition to the public ownership of
2h,240 acfes in the state park there is a large acreage of privately owned
forest land, There are 185,000 acres of pastured farm woodlands and 259,000
acres of farm woodlands according to the 1954 Census of Agriculture, Timber
is owned by about 1,700 farm operators, Farm forestry is becoming more impor-
tant as smell owners contimie to improve woodland management and find markets
for small sawlogs and pulpwood,

Logging and lumbering provide considerable part-time employment for many
farmers in the northern valleys of Spokane County, Spokane is the most ime
portant pine lumber edunty in Washington and the city of Spokane has long been
a pine lumber mamufacturing center, Deer Park is also a lumber center, Logs
are hauled to Spoizane from the highlands of the county and other forest regions
of northeastern Washington and northern Idaho, .

In 1948 there were 26 mills in Spokane County which produced 129,000,000
board feet of lumber, IMost of this cut was from logs brought in from other
counties, Log production of Spokane County in 1953 was only 30,829,000 board
feet, In 1948 Spokane County was estimated to have a reserve of saw timber of
pine and other softwood species of 807,870,000 board feet, 1/

The forests, farmlands, lakes and streams contain wildlife resources which
provide recreation and some extra income to farmers, The Washington State Game
Department lists 16 lakes and 5.streams as good to fair trout fishing, Big
game animal hunting brings numerous sportsmen inbo the highlard valleys, About
1,500 deer are taken annually, The grasslands and farmlands of the south yield
about 15,000 ring-necked pheasants sach season, Commercial trappers and farm
boys take a wild fur catch of about 2,000 muskrat and 150 mink each winter,

l/ The forest and lumber statistics of Spokane County for recent years have
been derived from The lumberman Hundbook and Directory of the Western
Forest Industries, published at 71 Columbia Street, Seatfle i, Washington,




26 Spokane County, Washington
Table Spokarie Countyts Rank Compared With
Ttem Compared . Rank Quantity Year -
General _ ¢ ' ‘
dElrea.lﬂlltt.."OOOOIOl...,'. 2_;‘ ] 1&_128’320 acres .lgé’Jr.
.. Numbe) of farmS.ccecssasse cofipse T 3’395 farms 1 19
Land in farmge=perceNteessssesss -8 1342 percent | 1954 -
. Average 8ize of faIMSieesesesssd . 10 230 acres 1ok
.. Cropland harvestedessssesnsocessl 5 290,158 acres 1950
_." Rural farm populatioN.sessssvass 8 12,209 -persons - ‘1.23(")
Total county population.egseseed. 3 | 221,561 persons | 1950
Cash farm income ' o -
“Value of all farm products 5old, 7 | 22;307,0596 dollars | 195k
" Value of livestock 801d,eesvd. o {_ | 05002,001 doliars | 1oL
o Value of crops 501Gessessesss G| 15,5019, 70l dollars | 1954 .-
Livestock on farms .l ' R N
"TTAIT cattle and calveSaessenrcecs 8 116,500 head : | 1954
}’ilk 'BOWB.....-............;'..... u 220&) head 9 ]
""‘;Hpgs'.-l.."...-I.'..'.'...l.l...’l. 3 ]ﬁ76 head lg?u
.'chi0k|3nsootallocoo.tonuoc.l.alo; E 2 '3103 biI‘dB ngv‘
,HQI'S'e:S and MIleS.esevevcrcocrased _l_‘_ 2’215 head 19;
- . Sheep and lambSeceesscvsacsesnas 17 2,002 head 19
- Dairy and poultry products sold | T
. Value of dairy products 50ld...s 8 | 2,689,687 dollars | 1954
WhOleilk 501G ceeses ’¢ono¢oo:_-o .0 56“33?000 ounds. 1950
Velue of poultry products sold.d O 1,562,170 dollars | 1954 .
Chickens 8010sesssovevescosasnes J?; h75;h3? birds 125’4
Eggs B30 esecnevsosssssserisnnns 3] 2,!497,201 dozen 19
Important crops harvested -

AV sessecosscrsesecrsrssassona 7 119;9@;0 acres 19514
Barle:raocovo..o....cc.oocu-oaooo Jé %acres 1951*
Alfallasessesevssscsnescosvesncns 1 . _QO&GTG& 19
FruitBeessesescesssscorasroassred [{] 1_‘:-237 acres 19gﬂ

Sources: U,S, Census,
U,S, Census,

Agriculture, 195k,

F?—‘—"

oulation, 1950,

Washington State Census Board, 1955,
U.S. Dept. of Agric,, AMB, Estimates
Division, State of Washington.



